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Waylande Gregory

ART DECO CERAMICS AND THE ATOMIC IMPULSE

ThIS |S the fIrSt retrOSpectlve F72:-SCENE AT “FOUNTAIN OF THE ATOM" BY WAYLANDE GREGORY IN FRONT OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS BUILDING
exhibition ofthe art of Waylande :

Gregory (1908.971), one of the

leading figures in twentietitentury

American ceramics. Science and

atomic energy were a specific

interest of the artist, vividly

demonstrated at the 1939 New York
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included twelve monumental

ceramic figures on displayAlbert T8 e ,

Einstein in particular was pleased n— 'NEW YORK WORLD'S FA ' enae
with the subject matter because it ,, B — 8
was the first time that the atomicage t 28 U OF NR ¥ NEBY UKS wm ddapntdindiie RO
had been explored in a monumental

work of art. D NB 3 2 guisyBualeéd the growing international interest in atomic energy,
and the fountain was fanciful, artistic, and immediately compelling

Gregory was the first modern ceramist to create large scale ceramic
sculptures. Similar to the technique developed by the ancient
Etruscans, he fired his monumental ceramic sculptures only once. To
create these works of ceramic virtuosity, the artist developed a
GK2y Se 02 Yo £fig.1115 i® Whith an dzBastructuref
O2YLI NI YSyGa 61 a O20SNBR o0& |
figurative sculptures

became very heavy,

some weighing well

over one ton, and

were fired in a huge

kiln constructed by §

Gregory at his home ;’

and studio in

. ~ Warren, New Jersey. g
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WaylandeGregory at work ohightDispelling Darkness
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pottery to studio pottery. From 1928 to 1932, he was the chief designer and sculptor at Cowan
Pottery inCleveland, Ohio, which was the last important American art pottery of the period. At
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sculptures relatingl 2 Ry OS T Ay Jif. dZB, &TYieNdutoh Dandé @i 1S3, and

G ¢ KS . dzNI S Hidj. H&bthelast v \BokE were based on the dancing of Gilda Grey, a
well-known entertainer of the 1930s who posed for Gregory for these sculptures.

1.2 Salome for Cowan Pottery, 1.3 Nautch Dancerfor Cowan Pottery, 1.4 Burlesqu®ancer for Cowan
ca. 1929, glazed earthenware, 17 x 10 x 4 in. ca. 1930, glazed earthenware, 17 X4 in. pottery, ca. 1930, glazed earthenware,
19x7x4in.

At Cowan, Gregory had a full staff to assist him with all phases
production. Colleges with emerging ceramics programs in the
1930s were instrumental in creating a new role for ceramists. /
astudio potter, Gregory would handle all phases of production
from modeling to glazing and, finally, to firing. In 1932, he
became a teacher of ceramics at Cranbrook Academy in
TR . Bloomfield There for
only one year,
Gregory had a very
productive period,
creating several well
known sculptures,
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A =3 = e 1932, glazed stoneware, 14.5x 8 x6.51i
1.5 Kansas Madonnd,932, terra cotta, 14 x 22 x 23 in.




After moving to New Jersey, Gregory became

very involved in the government sponsored

Works Progress Administration and created his
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which features monumental ceramic sculptures

and can still be seen at Roasdt Park in Menlo

Park, New Jersey.

1.7 Light Dispelling Darkness,
1937. Roosevelt Park in Menlo Park, New Jersey

By the 1940s Gregory begandieate works in glass, as well as
in a combination of ceramics and glass. In addition to becom
one of the earliest studio ceramics artists, he was also one of
the first studio glass artists. He created enameled glass vase
well as stained glass wlows. Gregory experimented with

some controversial glass and ceramic pieces, using a proces:
successfully patented, much to the consternation of other

American ceramists 1.8 Jeweled Crystals Bowh. 1942, stoneward

with fused glass crystals, 3 x 8 x 8 in.

In the early 40s Gregory began to successfully produce groups of refinddgdniy stylized
decorative wares in limited edition numbers. These wgonlere sold in exclusive stordsis

body of work in this category was immense, exploring a vast range of themes and styles yet
definitively creating a distinct and instantly recogtileaaesthetic.

Peacock 8x,date tnknown, )
Geometric Abstraction Plate, date unknown, glazed ceramic, 2.5 in. h. x 5 in. x 4 in. Mermaid Vase,
earthenware, 10 in. d.in. h. x5in. x4 in. 1940, 16 in. h. x 12 in. d.

During thelater yearsof his life Gregoryriefly left the world of art for a project with NASA to
assist in developing the critical heat shields needed to reach the mdemlsocomposed music,
painted, began writing a newspaper column called Art & Living, appeared oeléwsion show
Creative Artsandtaught art classes at his studio in the 6G4e continued to work until his death
in 1971. By the end of his life, the artist had created one of the largest bodies of ceramic
sculptural works in modern times, a body obrk that represents one of the greatest legacies in
American ceramics history.



The termArt Decowas coined to describestyle of interior design, architecture, textiles,
ceramicsaandjewelry. The name came from the 1925 Exposition Internationale

desArts Decoratifs Industriels et Modernes, held in Paris, which celebrated living in the modern
world. TheArt Decoperiodd G I NII SR Ay d@nécBntirftiéd Kafbé in festhien/wallanto
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radio, and flappers.

In its heyay, Art Deco represented luxumiegance, exuberancglamour, and sophistication
Characteristics of the style include symmetrical design with simple clean lines, sharp
edges andstylishness Chrome, enameblndhighly polished stone were hallmarks of the era.

Art Deco
Motifs and P atterns

Straightlines

Geometric shapes
Abstract patterns
Sunmotifs

Stepped ziggurat shapes
Fan shapes
Stylizedflowers
Cubistforms
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Although shortlived, the Art Deco era (192B840) was a monumental movement that had a
significant impact on aesthetics reaching ¢lutough a wide array of industrieBpm the arts,
fashion, tirniture, architecture, tansportation and everything in between.




Vocabulary

Art Dece Adecorative art style of the 1920s and 1930s, characterized by prec
and bold geometric shapes and strong colors, and used most notably in houst
objects and in architecture.

Shape Anenclosed space defined by other elements of art. Shapes may take
the appearance of 2D or 3D objects.

Geometric Shape Shapes that havperfect mathematic measurements. (square
Organic Shape Shapes found in nature. (flower pedal)

Balance The way in which the elements in visual arts are arranged to create a
feeling of equilibrium in an artwork. The three types of balance are symmetry,

asymmetry, and radial.

Symmetrical BalanceType of balance in which objects or figures are repeated
amirror-like fashion on each side of the central axis.

Asymmetrical Balance A balance of parts on opposite sides of a perceived
midline, giving the appearance of equal visual weight.

Radial Balance A type of balance in which objects or figures arecgubevenly
around a central point.

Pattern- A repeated decorative design.
Motif- A decorative design or pattern.
Ceramics The art of making and decorating pottery.

Sculpture The art of making tweoor three-dimensional representative or abstrac
forms.

Commercial At Refers to art that is made for the purposes of commerce.

Rhythm A type of movement in an artwork created by repeating visual eleme!




Waylande Gregory:

Art DecoCeramics

(Creating commercial art with @amodern
twist€ using metallicmarkersand black paper
plates.)

Grade Level 4" Grade
(Canbe adapted to any grade levgl

Overview Students will learn aboute artist
Waylande Gregorgndhis artwork.

Students wilcompareand contrast Art Deco
patterns and motifs with modern patterns an
motifs. Students will examine the use of
commercial art in societyStudents will create commercial plate incorporatiripeir own
pattern and motifutilizingpersonalpreferences, interests,style, personalityand popular
culture to guide their desiguatilizingthe principlesof balance.

Content Standards
PERCEIVING/KNOWING: 1PE,GHE,
PRODUCING/PERFORMING: 2PR6BIRR
RESPONDING/REFLECTIRE, 3RE

Materials. Waylande Gregory and Art Dedackground information, artwork imagegencils,
drawing paper, metallic marksrand black paper plates

Backaround/Key Ideas

WaylandeGregory created one of the largest bodies of ceramic sculptural works in modern
times, a body of work that represents one of the greatest legacies in American ceramics history
Hecreated manysizes andypes of ceramic pieces of attut heis mostrecognized for his

refined and highly stylized decorative watbat were sold in exclusive stores. His body of

work in this category was immense, exploring a vast range of themes and gatleefinitively
creating a distinct and instantly recognizablesthetic. His artwork is a perfect example of
ceramicsreated in the Art Deco style.

Procedures:

1 Introduction: Give lecture otwWaylande Gregorgndhis
artwork focusing on his commercial decorative ceramics|
that were sold in storeslUse supportig materials in
attached packet as needed.alk to students about artigt
careers and how making money is not always from
creating an artistic masterpieceéirt canalsobe created,
copied and sold to consumersShow studentsmages of
Art Deco objectaind ask students to point oweoccurring
styles and themeduxury,elegance, exuberance,




